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Elgin Roman Catholic Family of Parishes Financial Message December 2020 

 

As you may recall, our last financial update was provided in May. We remember how painful it was that 

we had not been able to join in celebrating the Holy Eucharist live in our beloved parishes for over ten 

weeks. Nevertheless, we were certainly thankful that we could participate virtually and receive in a 

Spiritual Communion.   

What a truly joyful time for all of us as we are carefully and methodically re-opened our parishes to in-

person participation in a very safe and sacred way. We continue to stream Holy Mass and other 

sacramental programs through our YouTube channel and other means of media.     

We reported in May overall revenue for a similar period in 2019 had declined on average 38% in the 

combined family of parishes. Difficult decisions to temporarily lay off some of the parish staff were 

made and appropriate steps were taken to reduce discretionary expenses on average 28% in that same 

period.  

Since May, our operating financial situation in the family of parishes has remained difficult. On a year-to-

date basis, we are presently 12% below in offerings compared to the same period last year. 

Below is a copy of the year-to-date financial summary of regular offertory for our Family of Parishes.  

PARISH  RESULTS 
YTD OCT 31, 

2019 
YTD OCT 31, 

2020 
        $                
DIFFERENCE 

     %     
DECLINE 

Our Lady of 
Sorrows Regular Offertory $121,926 $94,628 $27,298 22% 

            

St. Anne's Regular Offertory $261,980 $238,657 $23,323 9% 

            

Holy Angels' Regular Offertory $251,535 $229,372 $22,163 9% 

            

St. Mary/St. Helens Regular Offertory $104,034 $90,930 $13,104 13% 

            

      All Families Regular Offertory $739,475 $653,587 $85,888 12% 
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The certain financial realities of Parish life have not changed; much like in our personal lives, the bills 

come in and need to be paid. 

Our Priests are painfully aware that many of our families are experiencing tough financial times.  Be 

assured they are praying for you and thank you for your generosity. I am asking as a fellow parishioner 

that you prayerfully consider your financial support to your parish, and please respond generously.  As 

well, please consider moving to a pre-authorized contribution directly from your financial institution.  

This move would help greatly with budgeting and reduce administration costs.  

After prayerful consideration, our plan to launch the Capital Campaign for the Elgin Roman Catholic 

Family of Parishes was put on hold. That being said, the needs of long-term physical upkeep / upgrades, 

and primarily our spiritual journey, bringing more people to an authentic encounter with Jesus, do not 

go away.  

It is still appropriate that we temporarily pause the campaign launch. However, we must also look 

forward: not just to meet our current obligations, but to equip our Family of Parishes to emerge 

stronger from these strange times. We are working hard at meeting the current challenges of our 

situation and eagerly embracing our mission as Jesus commissioned all people to “Go Make Disciples, I 

am with you always.” Therefore, we hope you can donate as much as is feasible for you in your 

situation, so we may continue to carry out this important mission and serve our community.     

God Bless You All. 

 

 

Joe Fleming 
Chair – Elgin Roman Catholic Family of Parishes Capital Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission: Jesus said “Go make disciples … I am with you always.” 

Our Vision: Strengthened by the Eucharist, we are moved to bring healing to a wounded world. 

 

 


