
Mission 
 

 
Simply put, the mission of the Church is the Mission of Jesus Christ.  Parishes are called to be 
“missionary” — not to foreign countries — but first of all to those immediately around them. 
This is the new evangelization, initiated by Blessed Paul VI, spoken to us so often by St. John 
Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and most recently, Pope Francis. This mission of evangelization, of 
proclaiming and living the gospel message, belongs to every baptized member of the Church: 
“Evangelizing is in fact, the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She 
exists in order to evangelize” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14).  In all our words and deeds we are, each 
of us, called to proclaim the Good News. 

 
 

- To proclaim the Good News 
- To Celebrate God’s saving presence among us 

- To serve others with justice and charity 
- To steward the resources which God has to our care 

 

 
What is a “missionary parish”? 

 
To begin with, a missionary parish reaches out to non-Christians by welcoming them and 
sharing the Good News with them. It also is a mission to other Catholics who no longer actively 
practice their faith, as well as to other Christians. A missionary parish is a welcoming 
environment for any and all who come to it, regardless of race, ethnic origin, social status or 
personal situation. 

 

A missionary parish is also one that educates and forms its members in the faith so that they 
can live their discipleship completely. This includes preparing adults and children to celebrate 
the sacraments fully and fruitfully; training people for leadership roles in the community; and 
forming parishioners to recognize and undertake works of service and justice in the town, city or 
region where the parish is located. 

 

Lastly, a missionary parish continues to spiritually strengthen parishioners to live their faith 
boldly and to share it through witness and outreach to others. A parish marked by a missionary 
spirit is one in which its presence in society is made visible and lasting through involvement in 
social projects, particularly those that serve our brothers and sisters who are poor and 
marginalized,  and promote everyone’s right to life and the blessings due to every human 
person. A parish that is “missionary-oriented” is one where witness of word is matched by 
witness of life. 

 

This missionary focus is already to be found in many ways and in many instances in our 
parishes.  It must, however, increase and become the main  characteristic of  life  in  all  our 
parishes if they are to be what they are really meant to be — communities engaged in the 
mission given to the Church by Jesus himself, to make it possible for others to experience life in 
the Kingdom of God in our time and in this place. 



 
 

The Church’s mission must be at the core of what we do.  Our mission calls us to: 
 

• Go out and preach the Good News and to baptize (Mt 28:19-20) 
• Serve those in need (Mt 25:31-45) 
• Work for the liberation of all people especially those most in need (Lk 4) 
• Give a reason for our hope (1 Pt 3:16). 

 
We all need to become comfortable talking about our faith. We also need to be in the habit 
of living our faith.  The commandment to go out and make disciples (cf. Mt 28:19-20) is a 
commandment to go out and live the whole Gospel. 

 
Every committee and organization is called first and foremost to live the mission of the 
Church. Does the mission of the Family of Parishes echo the mission of the Diocese, of the 
Catholic Church? Does every committee and organization (e.g., Catholic Women’s League, 
Knights of Columbus) in your Family of Parishes know the mission the Family of Parishes? Do 
your Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Committee members know the Pastoral Plan of the 
Family of Parishes? Do our decisions, words and actions indicate an understanding of our 
mission? 

 
  The mission of Christ informs and forms the mission of the Church 
  The mission of Church informs and forms the mission of each Diocese 
  The mission of each Diocese informs and forms the mission of each Parish 
  The mission of each Parish directs the work of each member of the Pastoral Team 

and informs and forms the mission and work of every committee, council, group 
and program within the Parish 

 

Elements of Living in a Paradigm of Mission 

 The vision, action and activity of the parish are focused outward. 
 The time, energy, and resources of the parish are geared toward the transformation 

of the local community and the world through the power of the gospel. 
 Attention is on fruitfulness, transformation, and change rather than attendance and 

numbers. 
 Parishioners are seen as empowered sons and daughters sent into the world for its 

renewal and transformation.1  

 

                                                           
1 Dcn. Keith Strohm. Ablaze: 5 Paradigm Shifts for Parish Renewal. Maryland: The Word Among Us Press. 2019, p. 
74. (cf. chapter 6 “From Maintenance to Mission” for more). 


	Mission

