
COVID 19 ELGIN Sew Strong INITIATIVE And Our Family of Parishes Response to 
this Need Early in this Covid-19 pandemic and with the initial shortage of per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE) a group called “SEW STRONG”, in conjunction 
with the St. Thomas Chamber of Commerce and My FM, was formed to help 
supply comfort needs and supports for front line staff and essential workers, 
where possible. Sewers from our community responded. Since I was one of 
them and faced with a vast amount of materials, I put out a call through the 
CWLs to elicit even more support. We began with 4 CWL members, and along 
with several dedicated community participants, we began sewing. We were 
quickly joined by other CWL members and in total 18 ladies have now produced 
well over 2,000 masks! To date, these masks have been distributed to the staff of 
STEGH (1000) and every Long-Term Care home in Elgin county! These masks, 
most of which have been made of Halyard medical fabric (the Blue ones), are be-
ing used by staff when they are out in the community doing such things as gro-
cery shopping etc. The thought is that if we can help prevent a staff becoming in-
fected through community transmission, then it is less likely that the virus will be 
brought in to the residents in LTC while protecting staff themselves. Other essen-
tial workers, immuno- compromised individuals, the elderly and their caregivers, 
have also been given face masks at no charge to anyone. At the present time we 
are making cotton masks, lined with filters, to provide added protection for the 
user as well as those they are in contact with. Our CWL members (about 18 to 
20 ladies) across the Family of Parishes are now concentrating their efforts on 
mask making for our church family, as well as responding to ongoing community 
needs. The support and assistance of those involved with this project is truly 
amazing and humbling and I thank them for not only sewing the masks, but to 
cutting and assembling mask kits, front porch pick ups and deliveries, and even 
assistance in finding the needed supplies. Moreover, the Knight’s of Columbus 
have offered their facility to be a sorting site if required and to pick up other do-
nations from the community. I am sure there are many others making masks, 
caps, gowns etc. that I don’t even know about. Kudos to each and everyone of 
you. If you would like to help or if you have questions, please contact your CWL 
president or myself, Sandi Hoffer, at sandi.hoffer@gmail.com  


