
History of St. Helen’s Cemetery 

-taken from the booklet written by Wilf Johnston, September 15, 1979 

 

On October1, 1887, Timothy Crowley donated an acreage on the Sixth Concession 

of Dunwich at Coyne Road.  It consisted of  1  1/8 acres and was fenced by the 

Cowley family with chestnut boards 6”  by 16’ and tamarack posts.  Patrick 

Crowley who was studying for the priesthood, planned the measurements, shape 

of plots and driveway. The first body interred was that of Crowley’s daughter, 

Miss Maggie Crowley, in 1894. 

This cemetery was managed by a board consisting of Messrs, Crowley, O’Neil, 

Fitzpatrick, Cahill, McDonnell, White and Crimean. It was intended as a burial 

place for West Lorne and Wallacetown parishes. For many years Timothy Crowley 

Jr. and John Kairnes were caretakers without remuneration.  

The Thomas Keogh family assisted John Kairns.  In 1953, at a CWL meeting, Mrs. 

Thomas Keogh asked Fr. McHugh’s co-operation in erecting a large cross in the 

cemetery.  A white oak cross was donated by Gabrial Gat, manager of West Lorne 

Erie Flooring. On August 15, 1954, the cross was erected by a number of 

parishioners using Bill Dietrich’s equipment.  On August 30, 1954, Mrs. Thomas 

Keogh had completed a masonite and Bristol board look-form map defining 

cemetery plans and burial locations.  In 1956, the Keogh family offered their 

services to purchase and place grave markers on all unnamed graves. By August 

16, 1958, they placed 29 grave markers and encased 32 old markers in cement. 

They received $487 in donations.  

In May 1957, the cemetery was re-surveyed by John Kairns and the Keogh family 

and 200 plot corner posts placed. 

In 1958, the Koegh’s designed and completed 14 oak and concrete “Way of the 

Cross” Stations which were placed on each side of the driveway. The oak plaques 

were prepared by Milner-Rigsby Co, of West Lorne.  



On Sunday, September 18, 1958, Cemetery Day was observed when Monsignor 

V.H. Grespan, Chancellor of the Diocese dedicated the “Stations of the Cross”. 

Rev. John O’Donnell, pastor, served by Kenneth Keogh and altar boys Dough 

McGill and Dave Page assisted in the ceremony.  

Over 100 attended the service which was covered by television and radio-seven 

newspapers carried articles. Reeve of Dunwich, Lawrence Holland, spoke on 

behalf of the municipality. 

As a result of a bequest in the will of John Kairns (1978), plans are made for the 

erection of cemetery gates and fence. 

The Cemetery Board in 1978 is: 

Pres: Joe Van Nuland 

Directors: Don Lyons, Dan McCaffery, William Dietrick 

Sec-Treas: Mrs. Peter Hentz 

Caretaker: Ralph Van Hee 

 

Petr Hentz was caretaker from 1973-1978 when the Property Committee of the 

Advisory Board appointed Ralph Van Hee to look after St. Helen’s church grounds 

and the cemetery. 

The board was set up in 1973 and since then, Honorary President John Kairns and 

Director Ed Kairns are deceased. 

**************** 

Other information gathered “off the books”    Pillars at the entrance erected by Bill 

and Harry Merks – 1986 

Cross made in 1996 by Joe Van Nuland and Ivan Daniel 

Corpus Added in 1997 – cost approximately $2600 

Corpus torn apart by vandals and replaced in 2004 


